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Missionary  Surveys 

A  SERIES  OF  PAMPHLETS  DESCRIBING 


THE  VARIOUS  MISSION  FIELDS  OF  THE 

American  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  society 
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NUMBER  1  BELGIAN  CONGO 


THE  BELGIAN  CONGO  MISSION 


1.  The  Country 

^  FRICA,  so  long  known  as  the  “Dark  Continent,” 
/%  presents  indeed  a  needy  field  for  missionary  work. 
The  sphere  of  our  operation  is  Belgian  Congo  and 
A  Angola  in  central  Africa.  This  part  of  the  great 

continent  has  been  compared  to  an  inverted 
saucer.  It  is  a  vast  tableland  of  from  one  to  two  thousand 
feet  elevation,  equal  in  area  to  that  part  of  the  United  States 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  is  traversed  almost  from  east  to 
west  by  the  great  Congo  River.  The  equator  runs  through 
the  center  of  Belgian  Congo,  but  owing  to  the  high  elevation 
of  the  tableland  the  oppression  of  the  tropics  is  somewhat 
relieved. 

The  largest  and  most  savage  wild  beasts  abound  in  central 
Africa.  Our  missionaries  often  shoot  buffalo,  leopards  and 
crocodiles  in  the  defense  of  themselves  or  the  natives.  The 
dense  forests  of  the  interior  might  supply  the  world  with 
useful  and  ornamental  woods.  Enormous  quantities  of  rub¬ 
ber  and  palm  oil  are  exported  yearly. 


2.  The  People 


Central  Africa  is  peopled  by  variations  of  the  great  Bantu 
race.  Many  of  them  are  specimens  of  the  most  perfect 
physical  development,  but  sadly  marred  by  fierce  expression 
and  brutal  tattooing.  Among  the  many  tribes  more  than 
160  different  dialects  are  spoken,  though  evidently  of  com¬ 
mon  origin.  The  character  of  these  tribes  varies  much  in 
different  locations;  most  are  warlike,  some  are  cannibals, 
and  a  few  are  peaceful  agriculturalists. 

3.  Religion 

One  writer  has  said,  “There  is  no  religion  in  Africa”; 
and  in  a  sense  this  is  true.  “These  people,”  says  Rev. 
Joseph  Clark,  “are  almost  without  ideas  that  can  aid  us  in 
the  introduction  to  them  of  a  religion.  There  is  no  word 
corresponding  to  our  term  ‘God,’  a  being  to  be  reverenced 
and  loved.” 

Fetishism 

Among  the  Congo  tribes  fetishism  takes  the  place  of 
religion.  A  fetish  is  not  an  idol,  nor  the  symbol  of  a  god. 
It  is  something  —  and  it  may  be  almost  anything — which 
is  supposed  to  be  the  abode  of  some  unknown  power  which 
can  help  or  harm  its  owner.  Some  fetishes  are  used  in  sickness, 
and  many  are  worn  on  the  person  to  protect  the  wearer  from 
ill  fortune  and  danger;  there  are  also  fetish  trees  and  rocks. 

Cruel  Rites 

More  or  less  connected  with  fetishism  are  many  cruel  rites 
and  practises.  When  the  witch  doctor  comes  to  heal  the 
sick,  he  often  inflicts  the  most  excruciating  tortures;  and 
when  a  chief  dies,  his  slaves  and  wives  are  liable  to  be  killed 
in  his  honor. 

4.  Links  in  the  Chain 

The  Congo  region  was  indeed  “darkest  Africa.”  Cruel, 
savage,  degraded  and  unknown,  it  was  the  last  place  toward 
which  the  attention  of  the  Christian  world  would  naturally 
turn;  but  God  had  his  own  way  of  opening  the  door. 


Livingstone 

David  Livingstone  was  a  missionary  as  well  as  an  explorer, 
and  when  he  stood  at  the  borders  of  the  great  Congo  region, 
the  thought  that  thrilled  his  heart  was,  “All  this  great  country 
for  Christ!  ”  And  when  he  died  in  his  hut  in  the  heart  of  the 
dark  continent,  he  was  found  kneeling  by  his  bedside  with 
the  Bible  open  before  him.  Thus  Livingstone’s  discoveries 
awakened  the  interest  of  Christian  people  as  well  as  traders. 

Stanley 

“In  1871,”  says  Henry  M.  Stanley,  “I  went  to  Livingstone 
as  prejudiced  as  the  biggest  atheist  in  London.  But  little  by 
little  my  sympathy  was  aroused;  seeing  his  piety,  his  gentle¬ 
ness,  his  earnestness,  I  was  converted  by  him.”  Thus  Stanley, 
the  intrepid  explorer,  became  a  link  in  the  chain,  and  when 
he  heard  of  Livingstone’s  death,  he  determined  to  become 
his  successor  in  opening  Africa  to  civilization.  Soon  after, 
he  organized  his  great  expedition  and  made  that  marvelous 
journey  of  999  days  from  Zanzibar  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Congo.  His  reports  of  the  vast  regions  through  which  he 
had  passed  thrilled  the  Christian  world,  and  messengers  of 
Christ  and  his  love  hastened  to  Africa. 

5.  Mission  Work 

Among  the  earliest  missions  on  the  Congo  was  the  Living¬ 
stone  Inland  Mission,  in  charge  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Grattan 
Guinness  of  London.  They  had  a  warm  regard  for  American 
Baptists,  and  when  the  work  had  developed  so  much  that  it 
seemed  desirable  to  put  it  under  the  management  of  some 
society,  they  offered  to  transfer  the  mission  to  the  American 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Society.  At  that  time  it  comprised 
seven  stations,  the  steamer  “Henry  Reed”  and  21  mis¬ 
sionaries.  After  careful  investigation  the  mission  was  formally 
accepted,  in  September,  1884. 

The  Power  of  God 

Here,  as  always,  the  gospel  has  been  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation.  A  remarkable  illustration  of  this  was  the 
great  revival  which  began  at  Banza  Manteke  in  1886.  Rev. 


Henry  Richards  had  been  the  missionary  there  ever  since 
1879,  but  the  people  were  unmoved  by  his  preaching  of  the 
law.  He  began  to  preach  the  simple  gospel  of  love,  as  re¬ 
lated  by  Luke.  The  Holy  Spirit  sent  home  the  truth,  and 
many  accepted  Christ,  so  that  Mr.  Richards  wrote,  “Banza 
Manteke  is  no  longer  a  heathen  country.” 

At  all  our  stations  there  have  been  converts  and  baptisms, 
and  many  of  the  disciples  have  developed  a  noble  type  of 
Christian  character  and  service.  “He  was  the  greatest 
preacher,  the  best  organizer,  and  the  greatest  soul-winner  that 
I  know  of,”  was  said  of  the  native  preacher,  Paul.  (Statistics 
of  the  mission  will  be  found  in  the  current  Annual  Report.) 

Varied  Agencies 

Training  and  industrial  schools  and  medical  work  are  all 
adjuncts  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  Our  society  unites 
with  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society  of  England  in  the  Congo 
Evangelical  Training  Institution. 

Faithful  Workers 

The  depth  of  paganism,  the  trying  climate,  the  sleeping 
sickness  so  deadly  to  the  natives,  —  all  are  trying  features  of 
the  work  in  Africa:  but  our  workers  have  nobly  borne  the 
banner  of  the  cross  there  in  the  spirit  of  one  who  said,  “I 
have  suffered  many  things,  but  I  would  gladly  go  through  it 
all  again  if  I  could  flash  that  word  ‘  Saviour  ’  into  the  darkness 
of  another  African  tribe.” 
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